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A Fitting Celebration:
Adoption of the Voting Rights Act Amendment

“Nobody’s free until everybody’s free.” — Fannie Lou Hamer

“I would like to be known as a person who is concerned about freedom and equality and justice and
prosperity for all people.” — Rosa Parks

“Women, if the soul of the nation is to be saved...you must become its soul.” — Coretta Scott King

These three remarkable women speak to the most basic aspirations of our
nation. In their unparalleled grace and majesty, they embodied the struggle for
justice and equality of all people.

Congress appropriately titled the legislation extending key sections of the Voting
Rights Act The Fannie Lou Hamer, Rosa Parks, Coretta Scott King Voting Rights
Act Reauthorization and Amendments Act of 2006. This gesture was more than
symbolic. Not only does the measure pay tribute to these three heroines of our
nation's struggle for racial justice, it acknowledges the countless unsung heroines
of the march to freedom.

The struggle to win the right to vote, like all major campaigns for equal justice,
has been paid with sacrifice, toil, and sometimes blood. Many of the foot soldiers
have been women. Women historically have been the life-force of all social
justice  movements—whether the abolition movement of the 19" Century,
the suffrage movement of the early 20" Century, or the current struggle for racial
and equal justice being waged today on many fronts by a multi-racial, multi-
ethnic force of women who collectively represent the soul and essence of our
nation’s highest ideals.

Those who join us to demand immediate passage of the Fannie Lou Hamer,
Rosa Parks, Coretta Scott King legislation know that equal ballot access and the
right to elect representatives of one’s choice are inextricably tied to the
unfinished promise of equal justice. The Voting Rights Act made the 19"
Amendment giving women the right to vote a reality for women of color. The VRA
has been critical in the increased numbers of Latina, Asian American, Native
American, and African American women elected officials. In 1970, five years after
the passage of the Act, there were 160 Black women elected officials; in 2001,
that number was 3,200—a vast majority of them in Southern states. Giving a
voice to the voiceless has always benefited women.

We are calling upon Congress to act now. Adoption of the expiring provisions of
the Voting Rights Act will exalt substance over symbolism and be the most fitting
celebration of the courageous women for which this legislation is titled.
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Signed,

Dr. Dorothy I. Height

Chair & President Emerita,

National Council of Negro Women, Inc.;
Chairperson, Leadership Conference on
Civil Rights

Barbara R. Arnwine

Executive Director

Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights
Under Law

Jacqueline Berrien

Associate Director-Counsel

NAACP Legal Defense & Educational
Fund, Inc.

Dr. Mary Frances Berry
Former Chair
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights

Anna Burger

Secretary/Treasurer

Service Employees International Union
(SEIU); Chair, Change to Win Federation

Nancy Duff Campbell
Co-President
National Women's Law Center

Linda Chavez-Thompson
Executive Vice President
AFL-CIO

Mary Coleman

President

The National Black Caucus of State
Legislators

Cheryl R. Cooper
Executive Director
National Council of Negro Women, Inc.

Camille O. Cosby
Dr. Thelma Daley

Director
Women in the NAACP

The Right Rev. Jane Holmes Dixon
Bishop of Washington, Pro Tempore
Retired

Lily Eskelsen
Secretary/Treasurer
National Education Association

Patricia A. Ford

Special Assistant to the President for
Civic Affairs

Metropolitan Washington Council
AFL-CIO

Caroline Fredrickson
Director

Washington Legislative Office
American Civil Liberties Union

Kim Gandy
President
National Organization for Women

Mireille Gbetholancy-Kun

Founder & Executive Director
Organization for the Relief of
Underprivileged Women and Children in
Africa

Elisabeth Gehl
Director of Public Policy
Business and Professional Women/USA

Marcia Greenberger
Co-President
National Women's Law Center

Susan Henderson

Managing Director

Disability Rights Education & Defense
Fund



Signed,

Candy S. Hill
Senior Vice President for Social Policy
Catholic Charities USA

Margaret Huang
Director, U.S. Program
Global Rights

Amy Isaacs
National Director
Americans for Democratic Action

Llenda Jackson-Leslie
President
National Women's Political Caucus

Jackie Johnson
President & Executive Director
National Congress of American Indians

Elaine R. Jones

President Emerita

NAACP Legal Defense & Educational
Fund, Inc.

Stephanie Jones
Executive Director
Policy Institute
National Urban League

Karen McGill Lawson

Deputy Director for Education &
Operations

Leadership Conference on Civil Rights

Eun Sook Lee

Executive Director

National Korean American Service &
Education Consortium

Sharon Lettman

Vice President for External Affairs
People For the American Way
Foundation

Judy Lichtman

Senior Advisor

National Partnership for Women &
Families

Lisa M. Maatz

Director of Public Policy & Government
Relations

American Association of University
Women

Molly Murphy MacGregor
Executive Director & Co-Founder
National Women's History Project

Dr. Julianne Malveaux
Economist, author and commentator

Jill Miller

President & CEO

Women Work! The National Network for
Women's Employment

Peggy Sanchez Mills
Chief Executive Officer
YWCA USA

Hon. Felicia Moore

President

National Black Caucus of Local Elected
Officials

Gwen Moore
Chairwoman
The FuturePAC

Minyon Moore
Principal
Dewey Square Group

Cecilia Muiioz
Vice President for Policy
National Council of La Raza



Signed,

Janet Murguia
President & CEO
National Council of La Raza

Karen K. Narasaki
President & Executive Director
Asian American Justice Center

Christyne Neff

International Vice President

United Food & Commercial Workers
International Union

Debra L. Ness

President

National Partnership for Women &
Families

Roselyn O'Connell
Immediate Past President
National Women's Political Caucus

Terry O'Neill

Executive Director

National Council of Women's
Organizations

Dianne Piché
Executive Director
Citizens’ Commission on Civil Rights

Dr. Louise A. Rice
National President
Delta Sigma Theta

Kathy Rodgers
President
Legal Momentum

Eleanor Smeal
President
Feminist Majority

Marsha Smith
Executive Committee
National Education Association

Shanna Smith
President & CEO
National Fair Housing Alliance

Phyllis Snyder
President
National Council of Jewish Women

Eula Tate
Legislative Representative
United Auto Workers

Susan L. Taylor
Editorial Director
Essence magazine

Tawana Tibbs
First Lady
NAACP

June Walker

National President

Hadassah, the Women's Zionist
Organization of America

Dr. E. Faye Williams, Esq.
National Chair
The National Congress of Black Women

Mary G. Wilson

President

League of Women Voters of the United
States

Dorothy Wong
Executive Director
Organization of Chinese Americans

Nancy Zirkin
Deputy Director/Director of Public Policy
Leadership Conference on Civil Rights
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